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An earneſt 


JoKnoRTaTIONS 
For the publike reading of 


COM M O N- 
PRAYER. 


O R, 
The excellencie of Divine Service 


proved by Scripture. 


In which is contained , ſtrong and undenyable 
arguments, out of the Old and New Te- 
ſtamears, for che commendation 

of Common Prayer, 
Shewine that the Church Militant here upon earth, + 
Zh by it moſt imitate the Church 
triumphant in Heaven. 
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Wiritcen by a well wither to King aud 
Kingdom. T. H. 


Quarl's, Drvwe Fas. ib. 2. Fax, ol, 
The Booke of Common-Prayer excels thereſt , 
For Pray'rs that aremoſt Commonare the be{t, 
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oy unedand publiſhed accoraing ro Order, 


Loudon, Princed by R. L. toc / . FI. nn, Down. 1647. 5a 
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EX HOR TATION. 
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Hen as I call to minde the rimes paſt 
oe when Common” and [publike Prayer 
"OSS Was uſed on Sunday , Wedneſday and 
"Frigay , iti this Land , how mercifull'-G O D 
*was unto us, intheating our Prayers, and blefſif 
- * our Land with peace and plenty. Very comely'it 

'was' to ſce, richand pobre, old and young,'te 
"Joyne together in Gods rrue publike worſhip atid 
"ſervice: and well forus it was when weecopld 
"imitatethe Angelsin heaven; for they performe 
publike worſhip and praiſe in heaven, as you may 
"read, Revet.5.rr. Andibeheld, andTheard the 

+ "Joyce of many Angels round about the Throne , and 
"the Beaſts and Elders , and the numbcr of them was 
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ten thouſand times te thouſand.: Andafier this I 
| beheld, and loe x great wiltitude which' no my 

could number , of all-Nations and Kinred, and people 
and Tougnes ſtood before the Throne , and before the 
 Lambe,clothed. with whiterobss, and palmes 198 their 

hands, and cryed with aloud voyce, ſaying, Salvati- 
01 unto our God whit 4198 upon the Throne, and 
wnto the Lambe, and all the Angels ſtood round about 
the Throne , "and about thi Elders , and the fore 
'Brafts, and fell before the Throne on ther faces, and 
worſhiped God, ſaying. Amen : bleſſing, and glory, 
and wiſdome , and thankſgiving , and honour, and 
power, and might, be given unto God, for ever, and 
eur, Amen, Revel, g.10,11,12. 

.. Bur in hell isquice contrary, malice and curſin 
is there: Then letthe Charch Militant pfay ra, 
ah thanks inthe great congregation, Let ws kneel 

ore the Lord our Maker , and come before his pre- 
ſence with praiſe. Let the people praiſe thee, 5 God, 
; bet all the people praiſe thee , call upon me in the day 
_ of trouble, and Twill deliver thee, Gen. 4. ult. 7» 
' the generationof Seth, men began to call upon the 
. name of the Lord. My houſe « called the ooſe of 
prayer, ſayth our Saviour. Now Peter and Fohx 
' went uptogether into the Temple ar the houre 
. of prayer, As 3.3. By which i appeares there 
. wasa ſet hou:e appointed for prayer. 

And after the reading of the Law and the Pro- 
hers, the Rulerof the Synagogue fent unto them 
| yo , ye men and-brethren, If you have a word 
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xhorcation for the people, fay on, A#.r3.rs. 
And 


ONE ATA. © - Ws WS 1 
Andagain fayth Paul. cxhort therefore that fieft - 
of Ul Sapplicnion and Prayer, Interceſſron and 
giving of chanks be made. for all men, for Kings 
and for all char arc in authority, that we nay live 
agodly and quiet life in all godlineſſe and hone- 
ſy, forchisis goodand acceptable in thefighr of 

our Saviour, 2 Tim. 1,2,3. verſes. 

. This Scripture will reach to publike Prayer, 
and be acceptable unto God when ir is performed 
-inche nameof Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, for wee 
-muſt needs judge that thereis many of Gods dear 
, Children in a_publike Com as well as 
the Miniſter, whom the Lord delighteth in, and 
. will be by his omni-preſence- in the midit of 
them, and accept of their prayer in mercie , and 
_ willincreaſctheir faith and knowledge by it, as 
- well as by preaching: Forthe light of the Holy 
- Ghoſt comes by Prayer, as our Saviour ſayth, 
yout heavenly Father will give the Holy Ghoſt 
to them that earneſtly aske him. h 

Bur ſome preciſe man will ſay, there is wicked 
' men there which turne away their cares and their 

heart from hearing the Law , and therefore their 
Prayer isabominuble. 

I anſwer, Our Saviour ſayth, the Sheepe and 
goats are together, the tares and the wheat mult 
grow together unto thetime of harveſt, 

AndI anſwer alſo,thatthe Lord doth heare the 
pi bay of ungodly men, and doth ſomtimes ſend 
earthiy bleſſings, and ſomeruues re.nove carrh- 
ly puniſhments, 
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- The Lord ſay the humiliations of 4hb,” a 
therefaxe ftaid che judgement for 2 time. 'Th 
Lord ſ:w the repentance ofthe men, women, and 
children of Nineveh, and rheir carneſt Prayers, 
and removed the judgement. The Lord heard 
rthecry of 1ſmael and ſent him water, and bleſt 
'bim withcarthly bleſſings. pF 
Thea lcr us pray in our Churches, and confeſs 
-our ſins upon our knees , and hope for merci in 
Chriſt Jeſus,andrhenlet us give thanks unto God 
Almighty, It is right and meer ſb ro doe: Like as 
the hart deſireth after the water brooks , ſo longtth 
my ſoule after thee, 6 God, my ſoule is ath.rft for God 
yea even for the living God. When ſhall I come to 
,appeare before the preſence of God ? my teares have 
been my meat day and night, while they daily ſe #N- 
-to me, wheres pow thy God? Now when Ri c 
thereupon; I poo out my heartby my ery 
-I went with the peultitugde , and brought them forth 
into the-hauſe of God, jnthe voyce of praiſe and 
thankſgiving. AA y 
"Among fach as keep holyday, Gentlemen and 
Brethren ; I pray confiderthis Scripture, thetwo 
andforticthPſalme, which you have rcadalready. 
Whar lamentable,maan King Davidmakesall this 
Pfalme over : becaule hee is forced by his enemics 
fromthe publikeplace of Gods worſhip before e- 
ver the Temple was builr, this man was a man af- 
-rer Gods ownhearr, he wasoneof the thankfulleſt 
-menthatever lived uponthecarth , and God Al- 
mighty did heare his private prayers,reſtored him 
10 


bo be King, and hee BY {2 Bis build cher fe 
ous Temple of Feruſalend , fot Gods tri pub» 
kie and ſcrviec, which laſted irithac ples 
and h roy ans rod /16 yeers: And it is well 
knownunto the leamed,char publiktarnd tomb 
Prayer harh becne uſed in a Ft bes fnce Ghrift 
was upon the carch,, but at the laſt wisabuſed b 
B —_—_— hamble: and refined Tdolatry , 


ediatings rothe Vigo er) ke Saints tes 
—_ ich wasag xi Go $ commatidenithrs, 
though the Heathen Idolatry feened mote rude 


when they worſhipped Diana and Fupiter. But in 
King Edward the Sixth's time publike prayer was 


reformed, and Chriſt Jeſus was ſer up, the only 
om berweene Godand man , untillthe chehg- 
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= S. er live yes 
Queen mg Ge Gods publike Ins 
hragair, Which ir ans honour 


_ this Land: bur now (alas) our {ins hath cau- 
ſed God Algtey ro ſuffer ir to be taken away : 
the Lord forgive the blifdzeal bf thei that rook 
iraway. Can any underſtanding man deny theſe 
lines to be truth, groundedupon Gods word, both 
4 the old and new Teſtaments. Therfore my de- 

fries that no man eſteem rhis book-asa Pam rr. 
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Chit Jefus ; aodporteble all ro.their Miniſters, 
2ndbecarelefſeor ſJeceprhe while, as manydonow 
us, for every man mult be ſaved by his own 
faich.. And formy part, I have' foundmyheavy 
ſpiric much enlarged by rhe vorce of the mulet- 
rude, and the ficrer for privatePrayer and Thankſ: 
giving : therefore Thumbly deſire, and my pertiti- 
Ppt accidenaally this book-ſhall comeinto the 


dsof au nbet of the Honourable Houſes, 
thatchey w rl pea ſo a work, and your 
Peritioner ſha thank forit, ho 
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